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ABSTRACT: Since his discussion of a lorry driver who faultlessly runs over a child, philosophers have challenged Bernard Williams’ claim that it may be rational for an agent to feel agent-regret for her faultless actions. Here, I focus on cases of faultless self-wreckage, in which agents faultlessly bankrupt the projects that gave meaning to their lives. Given the importance of meaning in life, an ethically significant way in which an agent can be responsible is to be responsible for the loss of meaning in her life – though she may not also be morally responsible for this loss. That theories of moral responsibility will not capture cases of faultless self-wreckage is no weakness of those theories. Rather, I argue that we should instead see the place of such theories: as offering conceptions of forms of responsibility that co-exist with other, non-moral, but nevertheless ethically important, forms of responsible agency. I discuss the real example of a man who faultlessly killed Prometheus, the oldest tree in the world.

